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unhesitating zeal and cheerfulness, when and wherever the King or his
government may think proper to employ me." *
He was not, however, completely overlooked, for on
January 3oth he had been granted a military 'plum', and
appointed to the Colonelcy of the 33rd Regiment * on the
death of Lord Cornwallis, its former chief. This attention
gave great satisfaction to his brother Richard, who in a letter
to the Commander-in-Chief expressed his most dutiful thanks.
Richard was now back in England again, and not enjoying
himself at all. Unlike Arthur, he was greatly affected by the
disillusionment of his homecoming. The descent from the
prerogatives of royalty to the life of an ordinary mortal was
to him a very painful affair.
In no way is the contrast in the characters of the two
brothers more apparent than in the way they reacted to exter-
nals. Richard was a slave to them, to Arthur they mattered
not at all. Richard simply could not function in obscurity,
he required the limelight and a suitable stage setting; given
these he was superb.
Arthur cared for none of these things, if anything he dis-
liked them, and his work retained its high quality in whatever
situation he was placed. It was this impersonalness and
independence of externals that enabled him to go further in
life titan his brilliant brother, for it freed him from the thraldom
of circumstances. Richard, on the other hand, was handi-
capped by the shackles of his personality.
Apart from the usual Anglo-Indian disenchantment, there
was everything to make Lord Wellesley depressed. For one
thing, he certainly did not receive that cordial welcome which,
considering his work in India, he might have expected,
1 Dispatches, Vol. II, p. GzG.
* It may puzzle the civilian reader as to why Arthur Wellesley, who
had formerly commanded the 33rd, should now, when he is a Major-
General, be appointed to its Colonelcy, The post of Colonel of a
regiment is a post of honour, and carries with it a comfortable salary.
It is quite distinct from the post of Colonel Commanding.
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